
Test
TREAT

Thymidine Kinase, a tumor marker in the 
Cancer Panel, got its start in diagnosing 
non-Hodgkin’s lymphona in humans? 
It was then studied specifically for use 
in dogs & cats to diagnose and monitor 
cancer. 

Yes! The Cancer Panel is a blood test 
that looks for signs of malignant growth. 
Although it cannot tell us where the 
cancer is, or what type, the resulting 
Positive on the Cancer Panel is a strong 
indicator that cancer is the cause of your 
pet’s illness.

Like all diagnostic tests, the Cancer Panel 
does have limitations and needs to be 
viewed in context with the workup of your 
pet. Our job is to interpret the results with 
this in mind and formulate a diagnosis of 
the most likely cause. 

Is There Really A Blood 
Test For Cancer?
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Why
test

Diagnosing and treating cancer can be an 
expensive and time consuming process, 
however blood tests like the Cancer Panel 
can help us decide if we need to go that 
route. As a first step in the workup of your 
pet, the results of the Cancer Panel will help 
determine if it’s more likely a benign process, 
or a cancerous process, that is causing your 
pet’s signs, which then allows us to decide on 
appropriate next steps for you and your pet. 

A Good First Step

Testing prior to any treatment allows us to 
establish baseline values to monitor how 
your cat or dog is doing, and how e� ective 
therapy is. Not only critical for initial workup, 
but optimizing a care plan for your pet 
includes managing and adjusting based on 
test results.

Establish A Baseline
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Next
steps

HOW IT WORKS

MONITORING

If the treatment protocol is 
e� ective or ine� ective

Early signs of relapse/recurrence

Stable/improving disease even 
if not clinically evident yet

A need for additional testing or 
to treat other conditions

The Cancer Panel works by identifying 
two features of cancer: abnormal cell 
division and inflammation.  When both 
of these conditions exist, cancer is more 
likely. 

Once we have the test results back, 
we’ll review them in context with the 
rest of the workup.  From there, your 
veterinarian will provide a diagnosis, or 
other workup that’s needed. 

Once the diagnosis is made, we’ll 
develop a strategy to manage or treat 
the condition in your pet. This may 
range from diet and lifestyle changes, 
to medication or surgery.  If needed, we 
may refer you to a specialist or suggest 
palliative care.

WHAT IT MEANS

Positive or High Positive results indicate 
a strong likelihood of cancer. In some 
instances, an equivocal result will be 
found, which means further workup and 
possibly an additional test is needed. 

Negative doesn’t always mean disease 
free, but often gives us confidence we 
are looking for something other than 
cancer.

Once we’ve made a diagnosis and 
determined a treatment plan for your 
pet, we’ll want to monitor the test 
levels. This is important because it may 
indicate:

The Neoplasia Index (NI) is the main 
indicator of cancer for the Cancer Panel. 
On a scale of 0 to 10, the NI rates how 
likely cancer is. 0 is a perfectly normal 
animal, and 10 is a perfect score for 
cancer.

When a tumor starts to develop and grow, 
the first step is often an inflammatory 
response. We see inflammation levels 
start to rise.  As cells start to divide 
and the tumor is now uncontrolled, 
the proliferation marker starts to rise.  
When both are elevated, the likelihood 
of cancer is higher, resulting in a higher 
Neoplasia Index.

Neoplasia Index®


